[The prevalence of the use of narcotics and other psychoactive substances in Russia today].
The epidemiological analysis of morbidity in drug addiction in Russia for the period of 25 years is presented. As shown in this analysis, by 1992 the number of drug addicts rose twofold in comparison with 1986, and by 1998 this number rose tenfold, reaching 109.5 per 100,000 of the population. The total number of persons given medical assistance on account of the abuse of narcotic and non-narcotic substances exceeded 295,000. The analysis states that the ratio of persons having problems with drugs and applying for medical assistance to the actual number of drug addicts is 1:7, i.e. the number of drug addicts among the population exceeds 2 million persons. The spread of drug addiction among adolescents, which grew eightfold during the last 10 years, is a particularly unfavorable phenomenon. The established tendencies towards the growth of morbidity rates in individual groups of population in Russia and the data obtained by questioning among the population are indicative of growth in the spread of drug addiction. This regularity is confirmed by the growing proportion of children, adolescents and women among those who applied for medical assistance for the first time.